xCryptbergia ‘Mead’

                                                                                 by Derek Butcher  1/2000.

I have had many queries brought to my notice by keen growers but no-one mentioned why xCryptbergia ‘Mead’ in the International Checklist of Bromeliad Hybrids (1979) changed to xCryptbergia ‘Meadii’ in the Bromeliad Cultivar Registry (1998).

I came across this anomaly when helping Chet Blackburn do his 50 year index and I found conflicting evidence. In Flora Neotropica, Monograph #14, Bromelioideae(1979) page 1604 you find xCryptbergia meadii and on page 2064 you find xCryptbergia Mead. The answer seemed to be in Phytologia 30: 295. (1975). Jason Grant came to the rescue and I was able to ascertain that xCryptbergia ‘Mead’ (Cryptanthus beuckeri x Billbergia nutans) is the correct name and the Bromeliad Cultivar Registry will be amended.

It is of interest to note that in Phytologia 25 years ago you read “ Plants derived from the same cross which are not worthy  of a separate cultivar name should be destroyed and not introduced to the trade.” Am I being a pessimist or a realist by saying little change will occur while Bromeliad growers accept mediocrity as long as it is labelled “New”
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